AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MARTIN VAN BUREN.                  457
Palmerston "was requested to attend the King during my stay and dined with us both days, remaining over the night of the first, and the King had also the goodness to direct the attendance of my friend, for such he truly was, Sir Charles Vaughan, who. by his command, continued during my visit at the Castle and returned with me to the city. His Majesty also took the keys and shewed me many of the most interesting parts of that venerable and noble pile. The Queen went with us to Virginia water, and on the morning of our departure, the King on foot and the Queen in her carriage, took us to the cottage on the slope—a building planned by themselves and finished throughout according to the Queen's taste, and they directed my attention to its simplicity in comparison with what the King called the magnificent structures of "his luxurious brother, George IV." It was on this occasion that he made to me the communication, before referred to, concerning the impressions which had at one time generally prevailed about Gen. Jackson, and his own course in respect to them. To this spot my carriage had been sent and there we took leave of our royal host and hostess after a few words from the King expressing, for himself and for the Queen, the best wishes for my safe return to my native Country and for my future welfare. In my carriage. I found four handsome colored engravings representing the Castle, the different points from which the views had been taken being noted in pencil, in the Queen's handwriting, at the foot of each, and on one of them the window of the room I had occupied being marked, a circumstance, to which she had directed my attention while at the Cottage. After the King's death she sent me, thro' Lady Wellesley, a sketch of his life with a full account of its closing scenes.
I was told by some of my diplomatic brethren after my return that an invitation to the Castle, as a visitor, was a mark of respect which had before been confined to members of the rank of Ambassador and the representative from Hanover, and that they thought mine the first case of departure from that rule. How this was I know not;—I allude more particularly to these matters than I might otherwise have done, not only because they were, under the existing circumstances, peculiarly grateful in themselves but also as marking the signal failure of the designs of my enemies so far as they were aimed at my personal humiliation at the Court to which I had been sent.
On the clay the news of the rejection of my nomination appeared in the journals Prince Talleyrand sent me an invitation to meet a few friends at his home in the evening. I found a small and select, party, and among them Lord Auckland, then a member of the Cabinet, and subsequently Governor General of India. He extended his hand to me very cordially and congratulated me upon  »Uj|   Jo   \ }|.M_ }U-'q |tii:  i»q)   o}   }tt,KsU   Apto   ppH».)
